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Election SERMON. 


~PSALM uxxxii. verse 1. 


GOD frandeth in the Congregation of the Mighty : 
He judgeth among ibe Goons. 


HIS paflage of infpired {cripture may well 
i poflefs the minds of this numerous and 
refpectable audience, with reverence and a facred 
awe, before him, who is greatly to be feared in the 
aflembly of his faints; and who will be fan@ified 
in all them that come nigh him : It is particularly 
adapted to arreft the moft ferious attention of our 
honoured Rulers ; at whofe invitation we are 
aflembled in the Houfe ef God on this aufpicious 
anniverfary,—to fupplicate the Divine Prefence 
with them, and his fmiles and blefling upon the 
{pecial bufinefs of the day; andtheir adminiftration 

of government the enfuing year ; and to enquire 
of him from his word, agreeable to the laudable 
practice of our pious Progenitors, from the firft 
fettlement of the country, to the prefent period. 
Our 


pe] 
Our text has a primary reference to the Rulers 
ef God’s ancient covenant people. But as this 
paflage of {cripture is of no private interpretation, 


it will as fitly apply to our civil fathers now before 
God, as to the Fewifh Sanhedrim of old. 


Tue words before us, will naturally iead us— 
‘ To make fome brief and general obfervations on 
government.’—The propriety and ufefulnefs of 
an afembly, for conducting the important affairs 
of it.—The fublime characters rulers fuftain.— 
The Supreme Ruler prefent with them, as an 
obferver, and judge ; ready for their afliftance 
and fupport, when acting up to their charaéter ; 
and carefully noticing whenever they Jofe fight 
of the great end of their appointment : And the 
powerful influence, the confideration of his pre- 
fence and infpection muft have, to engage them 
in a confcientious difcharge of the duties of their 
exalted ftations. May I be indulged your ferious 
and candid attention, while I attempt to dilate a 
little, upon thefe feveral particulars ; all obvioufly 
contained in, or eafily deducible from our text. 
GOD jfrandeth in the Congregation of the Mighty : 
He judgeth among the Gods. 


Tuar our text applies to the fupreme govern- 
ment of a community, and involves the various 
departments 
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departments of it, is readily feen by looking into 
the Pfalm before us ; where we find this congre- 
gation of the mighty, reproved for the improper 
ufe of their power, and a different mode of 
conduc enjoined upon them. ‘ How long will 
ye judge unjuftly, and accept the perfons of the 
wicked ? Defend the poor and fatherlefs : Do 
juftice to the afllited and needy : Deliver the 
poor and needy, rid them out of the hand of the 
wicked.” 


Civit government is both a diétate of nature, 
and revelation ; and is accordingly indiffereatly 
denominated, the ordinance of God, and the ordinance 
of man. Man was originally formed for fociety, 
and furnifhed with faculties adapted thereto : 
Facultics for the improvement of which focial 
intercourfe is indifpenfably heceflary. Some of 
the mof important duties, and refined delights 
of human life are of the focial kind. 


In order to obtain the benefits of fociety, civit 
Tule is eflentially requifite. Thofe lufts of men; 
from whence come wars’ and fightings, are fo 
prevalent in this apoftate world, that they are 
obliged to forin compacts and combinations, for 
mutual aflifiance and fupport. And there is 
perhaps no people no earth, however uncultivated 
and barbarous,but who have adopted fome kind 
sf civil polity. THe 
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Tue light and law of nature, which uniformly 
urges to this mode of procedure, may well be ac- 


cepted, as an expreflion of the divine will: For 
God addreffes the human mind in divers man- 
ners ; 3 and he does it by the voice of reafon, as 
well as revelation. 


THE pesvidenee of God is particularly concern- 
ed, in elevating man to poft of honour and digni- 
ty ; and giving them a feat among the congrega- 
tion of the mighty. “ For promotion cometh nei- 
ther from the eaft, nor from the weit, nor from the 
fouth: But God is the judge: He putteth down 
one, and fitteth up another.” “ By me (fays wif- 
dom, or that glorious Being who is the wifdom of 
God) by me kings reign, and princes decree jut: 
tice. By me princes rule and nobles, even all the 
judges of the earth.”” Andin the New-Teftament, 
we havethe fame idea held up,in terms equally ex- 
prefs. ‘Let every foul be fubjet to the higher 
powers ; for there is no power, but of God. The 
powers that be, are ordained of God. Whofoever 
therefore refifteth the power,refifteth the ordinance 
of God.” Again, “ fubmit yourfelves to every 
ordinance of man, for the Lord’s fake ; whether it 
be to the King, as fupreme, or unto Seuss, 
as 
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as unto them that are fent by him, for the punih. 
ment of: evil doers, and for the praife of them 
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that do well. For fo is the will of God,” 


‘Tunss declarations apply to civil government 
in general, which is indifpenfably neceflary to fo- 
cial felicity and fafety. But they are by no means 

. tobe extended to every mode of government that 
has obtained among mankind : Not certainly to 
a defpotic and lawlefs domination. This is not 
the ordinance of God. Nor indeed any other go- 
vernment, but fuch as protects the fubjects in the 
peaceable poffeflion of their juft rights, proper- 
ties and priviledges. 


Tue particular form of government and mode 
of adminiftration, that fhall obtain among the va- 
rious nations of the world, heaven has not feen 
fit to prefcribe. © This feems to be referred to the 
wifdom of each community to determine’ for 
themfelves. Anda great variety has in'this re- 
fpect, actually taken place ; in confequence of the 
different genius, fentiments and fituation, of dif- 
ferent people, in different ages and climes. * 


In fome conftitutions, the fupreme authority 


hath been vefted in one man. In others, a few 
B are 


— 


are {elected for the purpofe. Others ftill have fab. 
mitted it to many. ‘Fhe particular mode of go- 
vernment that has obtained the preferencé with 
the people of this land, directs our attention to the 
latter of thefe three. And fo does our text. The 
congregation of the mighty. 


‘There feems an evident propriety in commit- 
ting the management of the interefting and impor- 
tant affairs of government, toa number felected 
from the whole. 


Power is of an intoxicating quality ; and for a 
fingle individual to be vetted with fovereign rule, 
is fubjecting him to a temptation too ftrong for hu- 
man virtue. A defire of pre-eminence is a natural 
paflion, and when properly reftrained, may prove 
highly beneficial to fociety. But when it has a 
full free courfe, and attains the fummit of its with, 
and feels itfelf without-controul ; the fubject of 
this undue elevation, is apt to be puffed up with 
pride, to become intolerably fupercilious and ty- 
rannical ; and to trample upon thofe rights of the 
community, and individuals, which it is the prime 
defign of government to protect. 


Wuerever the will ofa defpot is the fupreme 
day the creat end of government is ufually per- 


verted, 


ee. eee ee ee 


Li ARE, 3] 
verted. This is fufliciently attefted by facts: And 


it is no other than what might July be expected 
from the nature of man. 


Tere are, it is true,advantages arifing from veft- 
ing the adminiftration in the hands of one man, 
or a few; when they are well furnifhed with wif- 
dom and fidelity ; advantages from the decifion 
and difpatch, with which affairs of State may be 
tranfacted A ‘and which in particular emergen- 
cies, may be peculiarly beneficial. But they are 
fo counterbalanced by the ills that refult from ar- 
bitrary rule, on the one hand, and the fafety that 
arifes from good advice on the other, that there 
feems a manifeft propriety that a number fhould 
be felected for the bufinefs. 


“‘ WHERE no council is (fays the wife Solo. 
mon) the people fall: But i in the multitude of 
councellors there is fafety. all limited is the 
human mind in all its perceptions and operations, 
and fo diffufe, difficult, and many times perplexed 
are human affairs, efpecially the important ofies 
‘ef government, that they elude the comprehenfion 
of an individual ; and demand the combined wif- 
dom of a number,to conduét them with propriety. 
In free and judicious debates, there is frequently 

much 
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much light reflected upon intricate fubjedts.. What 
elcapes. 1 the obfervation, .or recollection. of. one, 
may occur to another ; and the minds of all.be 
ripened for a reiult, by: means of the light mutual- 
ty reflected in their confultations. “Affairs of State, 
thus carefully. canvafied, may. doubtless be con- 
dudted with | gr 
thé wifelt and belt 1 men in acommunity, than by 


ater propricty, by : an “aflembly of 
a fingle individeal, however i im oe ue be 
cious he might’ Pe. 


“ poe nti farther is the immenfe weight of govern- 
ment, that it is too heavy for the thoulders of an 
individual : A congregation: of the’ ‘mighty, will 
find the burden equal to their united: firength. 

Thoughtlefs and inconfiderate people, may fondly 
conctive. that the bufinefs of a Ruler is as eafy as 
the chara@er is honourable. . But thofe who know 
the'etféle ‘Of their duty, and the various difficul- 
tics that” ‘attend j it, are fully fenfible, ‘that it is an 
office, laborious, extenfive, and greatly speosiing 
to all the TOTS of the body. an d.mind. 
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citar refers tov the ‘public fafety ard 
happineli. demandsitheir: attention. The’ ‘good 
and: wholefome: eames are in’ being, are faith: 
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fully to-be executed ; and proper perfons fought 
out to’ carry them into effect. “Laws unexecuted, 
however good in themfelves, and beneficial i in 
their tendency, anfwer no valuable purpofe ; and 
may really prove injurious, » by lowering the 
general influence of. authority. If men may 
violate one law without any animadverfion ; why 
not another? ‘There i is nothing infpires the public 
mind with fo general veneration of government, 
as an undoubted expectation, that every penalty 
incurred, {hall be infli@ted. New laws are from 
time to time to be framed, accommodated to the 
temper, penith and circumfances of a” “people, 
and the exigencies of ftate : And to be fo framed 
that it May not be eafy to elude their meaning, 
or evade their force. Juftice, dj ‘iributive, penal, 
and commutative, mutt have a free uninterrupted 
courfe. in a community : This feems to be the 
ver y corner ftone of its happy exiftence.. _Ufeful 
literature is to be encouraged, that youth may 
be trained up in knowledge and” ‘virtue, and 
fitted to ferve God, and their generation, accord- 
ing” to his will. Religion pute | and undefiled, 


is ee to ‘be “patronized, “They mutt 
guard with a vigilant cye, againit the 1 numerous 
evils 
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evils which threaten the body politic, whether 
from external violence, or internal convulfions ; 
and attend to whatever feryes to promote public 
profperity. The commerce, agriculture, and 
manufaétures of a people fhould particularly be 
put under the. moft judicious regulations ; to 
encourage honeft induitry, and banith idlenefs : 
‘The former as beneficial, as the latter is baneful. 
The one, continually prompting to vice and 
fedition ; the other engaging to a quiet and 
peaceable life. 


Grear and arduousis the labour requifite for 
fo extenfive a {phere of action as this ; fome out- 
lines of which, we have but hinted at. And the 
difficulties of i it are fometimes greatly enhanced, 
by the peculiar embarraflments i in which a people 
are involved. The cumbrance ofa great community 
is hard to be borne ; 3 but their /2r/ ifes render the 
burden fill more grievous. 


When Jethro, that wife Prince, and prieft of 
Midian, obferved Mofes attending this duty from 
morning to evening, he makes this juft remark.— 
“© The thing that thou doef is not good: Thou 
wilt furely wear away : This thing is too heavy 
for thee: Thou art not ‘able to perform it thyfelf 
alone, " And the exceflive labour and fatigue, and 

various 
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various Vexations of the fervice, effectually cot. 
vinced Mofes of the propriety of his obfervation. 
Though he was eminently futnifhed with every 
qualification requifite for 4 good ruler, and 
fuccefsful adminiftration ;—fuch as learning, 
wifdom, mecknefs, patience, and the moit perfect 
patriotifm ; 3 yet worn down with painful fervices, 
and ready to fink under the burden, we find him 
pouring out his complaint to God, in thefe ex- 
preflive terms,—‘* Wherefore haft thou affliated 
thy fervant ? And wherefore have I not found 
favour in thy fight, that thou layeft the burden 
of all this people upon ine ? Have I conceived 
all this people ? Have I begotten them, that thou 
fhouldft fay unto me,—carry them in thy bofomi 
as a nurfing father catrieth the fucking child.— 
fam not able to bear all this people alorie, becaufe 
it is too heavy for me.’ 


Upon this earneft application to heaven, God. 


was pleafed to alter their form of government. 
Mofes is directed to feleét out of all the people, 
feventy men of their firft chara@ters: Men known 
and noted as fuch, to be joined with him in the 
adminiftration. ‘Thefe compofed the great San- 
hedrim, and are that Congregation of the Mighty,— 
thofe earthly Gops, to whom our text moft 


probably hath a primary reference. 
Ir 
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Iv isa divinely glorious character they fuftain, 
The mighty, and according to the Hebrew dialed, 
Gods. Thefe terms exprefs their dignity, and 
point out the neceflity of fuitable qualifications 
for the difcharge of the duties of their ftation. 


Say dignity of rulers, has by es been im- 
proved; as a fubjee of flattery § ; and their minds 
have been immoderately puffed up, by the high 
flrained compliments of fawning g fycophants ; 5 till 
they have conceived themfelves fomething above 
human. But they bear the i image of God’s au- 
thority, and are illuttri ious by the rays of his ma- 
jefty, for a very different purpofe :—That they 
might i imitate the jutice and beneficence of that 
glorious Being they reprefent ; : and exercife the 
authority with which they are vefted in provi- 
dence, to the great and good ends, for which they 
are raifed above their brethren. When the pub- 
lic good engrofies theit Attention, and engages 
their unwearied exertions ; When they lay them- 
felves out for the encouragement of whatever is 
virtuous, commendable and praife worthy, and 
for the fupprefiion of every thing ofa contrary na- 
ture and tendency : When they improve all the 
powers of their minds, and all the advantages of 
their preferment to thefe ends:—Then do they 

act 
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ag up to their honourable character 5 they fill 
with dignity their exalted ftations, and.may be 
fitly denominated Gods, and workers together 
with God. | fasts 


To be equal to this important character and 
employ, it is neceflary, that they be perfons of 
good natural abilities, and. acquired accomplith- 
ments. The former of our bodies and the father 
of our fpirits, has been pleafed to exercife, both 
his ‘“‘ wifdomand fovereignty in the different make 
of men. To fome he giveth wifdom and under- 
ftanding exceeding much; and largenefs of heart, 
even as the fand that is on the fea fhore,”’ where- 
by they are able to difcern!both time. and‘ judg- 
ment, and.are ready for every emergency. The 
powers of others feem/formed upon a leffer fcale, 
and evidently point them to a lower line of duty. 
Education ferves to keep up ‘the natural diverfity 
in the human compofition. The fituation and 

‘dircumftances of fome, in the courfé of provi- 
dence, is peculiarly favourable for improvements 
in thofe ufeful {ciences which enlarge and _ennoble 
the mind, and qualify it for extenlive ufefulnels : 
While others are neceffarily deftitute _ of thofe ad- 


vantages, and confequent improvements. Provi- 
C dense 
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dénce, as witha:fun-bedin, points out’ theformer 
of thefe, asperfons proper.to be vefted with ru- 
fing spowers,. in. preference to the latter. Their 
qualifications befpeak it ; the public good de- 
mands it ; and the word of God direéts to it. 

é¢ Py ovide out of all the people able men, fuch as 
fear God, men ‘of truth, hating covetoutnels, and 
place fuch over them.” “Able men—men poffefied 
of wifdom ‘and knowledge ; of fenfe and fub- 
ftance, of furtitude and firmne(fs ; neither enervat- 
ed by debauchery, oriéffeminated by diffipations, 
equal to the-cares, fatigues andburden of govern- 
ment ; and of “attending continually on this very 
thing.” Their religious and moral-qualifications 
are direétly fubjoined,-and are equally defireable, 
in thofe who rule over men. Such as fear God, 
are really religious, in principle and practice ; 
Men of truth,—of inviolable integrity ; who 
maintain .a facred regard to their engagements : 
Hating covetoufnefs ; not only free from that turbid 
fource of corruption ; but detefting the low prin- 
ciple that. centers wholly in itfelf. 


Stcu charaéters ‘colle@ed from a lar ge com- 
munity, for the purpofe of conducting its impor- 
tant public concerns, compofe a truly’ refpectable 
aflembly : A Congregation of the Mighty * God’s 

vicegerentss 
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vicegerents, ‘They exhsbit a faint refemblance 
and reprefentation of the fource of all power ; 
and are minifters of the providential government 
of the great Supreme. : 


Our text reprefents the great Yehouab as pre- 
fent with them ; and taking cognizance of their 
condua. God Standeth in ihe Congregation of the 
Mighty : He judgeth among the Gods. asi 


InFIDEL minds, and thofe who by their condud, 
have made it for their intereft, either that there 
thould be no God, or that he fhould be regardlefs 
of their behaviour ; have fometime flatly denied 
his fuperintending human affairs. At other times 
endeavoured to argue themfelves into fceptifcifm 
upon the fubject. The ancients of Ifrael, in the 
days of Ezekiel, had the confidence to affert, that 
** The Lord had forfaken the earth.” Others of 
a ftill more ancient date -are reprefented as 
querying—* Is not God in the height of heaven ? 
And behold the height of the ftars, how high 

they are—How doth God know ? Can he judge 
through the dark cloud ? Thick clouds ‘are a 


covering to him, that he fecth nat, and he walketh | 


in the circuit of heaven.” Others ftill have faid 
in their hearts, fecretly whifpered to themfelves, 
when rebuked by their confciences for their 

: erimingl 
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criminal condt@ ; not daring to utter aloud the 
impious thought : God hath forgotten, he 
hideth his face ; he will never fee it.’’, 

Our inward feclings revolt at fach blafphemous 
fuggeftions, and aflertions. And the word of God 
throughout, reprobates the: fhocking i imagination ; 
and reprefents it, as the fruitful fource of all the 
over-flowings of impicty and immorality, which 
prevail, in the mo ft degenerate paces and periods 
of time. - 

Tue moft high God, the pofleflor of Heaven 
and Earth, is uniformly revealed in his word, as 
an immenfe, an infinite Being ; omniprefent and 
omnifcient. His univerfal prefence and infpection, 
are neceflary to the adminiftration of his provj- 
dential government now ; and to a righteoys 
diftribution of rewards and punifhments, in the 
judgment of the great day. 


He is prefent in the Congregation of the Mighty 

as an attentive obferver :~-A powerful affift- 
: A righteous Judge. 

Poet he has given the earth to the children © 
of men, and imparted of his authority to his 
Vice- =gerents below ; 3 yet he fill holds the reins 
in his. own hands, and hath the over nment on 
his fhoulders ; ‘and critically obferves the condud& 
of thofe, w ho by being exalted to rule, are brought 
efpecially nigh to himfelf. He 
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He beholds with approbation thofe wife andfaith- 
ful fervants who conform to the moral character of 
the Supreme Ruler,and make his adminiftration the 
pattern and ftandard of theirs. He obferves their 
unwearied endeavours to poffefs their minds with 
political wifdom, that they may fully comprehend 
the duties of their ftation ; and their uncor- 
rupted fidelity for the difcharge of them ; their 
careful attention for the removal of every need- 
lefs burden, and the redrefs of every real grievance. 
He fees their folicitude to remove whatever ob- 
ftruéts the free courfe of juttice ; their affiduous 
endeavours, that it may be impartially adminitter- 
ed, to all of every rank, and in every part of the 
community. He obferves the firmnefs and forti- 
tude with which they oppofe themfelves againft 
evil doers, and the workers of iniquity ; ‘ with 
what zeal and ardour, they labour for the fup- 
preflion of vice and immorality, fo utterly ruin- 
ous, both from its natural tendency, and the 
righteous judgment of God.’ He “regards their 
mecknefs, felf-denial and patience, their prudence, 
paternal affe@tion and public fpirit ; and that phi- 
lanthropy and God-like benevolence which ani- 

mates to the nobleft exertions for the publick 
goad, a 


tz 
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‘He particularly notices the ferious reference 
they cultivate to his all feeing eye; andthe habi- 
tual influence this has upon the temper of their 
hearts, as well as the difchar ge of the duties of 
their exalted ftations. 


A iivery fenfe of an ever prefent God, muft 
powerfully arreft every mind that is the fubject 
of it ; and beget that fear of the Lord, which is 
the beginning of wifdom : Which is fo effential 
and important a branch of religion, as to be fre. 
quently fubftituted for the whole of it. This im- 
portant principle is indifpenfably neceflary, for 
every man, who wifhes to approve himfelf to God. 
It is the greateft ornament to a chriftian Ruler ; 
and of the happieft influence to the uniform dif- 
charge of every incumbent duty. Whenever it 
exifts and exerts itfelf, Heaven regards it with 
approbation. It renders the fervices and facri- 
fices of all who poflefs it peceptable,, and well 
pleafing i in his fight. The Congregation of the 
Mighty thus qualified, difpofed and employed ; 
will fecure and enjoy the approbation of the Su- 
preme Ruler. : 


But the great God not only takes notice of all 
their exeztions for the honour of his name, and 
the 
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the good of fociety ; but is prefent with them fof 
their afliftance and fupport. 


Crvit Rulers are honoured as minifters and in- 
ftruments of his providential government; and 
they are favoured with his providential prefence, 
that the ordinance of Heaven in this refpe@, might 
not be rendered void ; but that they may accom= 
plith that which the Supreme Ruler pleafes ; and 
profper in the ftation which he has affigned. 
them. 


Wuen God has fuch a favour for his people, as 
to afford their Rulers his gracious prefence; his 
right hand and the light of his countenance, will 
do great things for them, and caufe all things to 
go well with them. 


Ane they involved in darknefs, or embarrafled 
with difficulties ? The fountain of light, will 
illuminate their minds, and irradiate their paths, 
and make their duty plain before them, 


Are they befet with threatning dangets ? He 
that is with them, is more, and mightier, than all 
that are againft them ; and can eafily deliver from 
the ftrivings of the people within 3 and exterpal 
violence from abroad, 
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20'Twee-prefence of the Supreme Ruler, in the con- 
gregation of the mighty, as a {un anda fhield for 
their | direction and defence, is at all times defira- 
ble; and uponi fome emergencies of the higheft im- 
portance. Such difficultiesmay perplex their minds, 
and embarrafs their paths, as that t they, may ¥ eally 
nat. know eee to do. - But the. . Father, of. ight, if 
gracioufly prefent with them, can eafily point out 
to them, the path of duty and fafety. He has ah 
immediate accefs to the human mind, “and an en- 
tire command of it. As the rivers of water; he 
turneth it' which way foever it pleafeth him. He 
can fuggelt fuchi'a' train of thought, and mode of 

‘conduét, as! fhall Iead them out of the labyrinth, 
fet their feet upon a rock, and eftablith their go- 


ings. 


“° Doxsa {pirit of {edition arife, and the contagion 
‘catch’ from breaft to breaft ; do the clouds colleé 
‘and ffackeni? ‘the clamor wax louder and louder, 
and direétits courfe, againit the conftitution and 
guardians of the State : Isit ready to burft out in 

-contenfion, confufion, and.every evilwork ? Oh 
how defirable is the gracious prefence and powerful 

-influence of the Supreme Ruler, at fucha:period, 
with thofe who act under him. . 


Sucs 
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Sucu feafons of danger and diftrefs are not ideal. 
They have been realized under every form of go- 
vernment ; though more frequently perhaps un- 
der thofe of the moft liberal complexion. It is 
not the beft fyftem of civilrule ; or the moft faith- 
ful and judicious adminiftration, that is a certain 


fecurity from fuch evils. 
\ 


Unper the Fewi/h theocracy, where God him- 
felf condefcended to be their King ; enacted their 
laws, civil as well as facred ; refided among them, 
exhibiting continually, a vifible appearance of his 
prefence ; conducting the affairs both of Church 
and State, by the miniftry of Mofes ;—of whofe 
appointment to office by Heaven, his qualifica- 


‘tions for it, and fidelity in it, they had the moft 


undeniable proofs. Yet under all thefe advantages 
for a quict adminiftration, and obligations to 
a due fubmiflion ; Korah and company, had the 
addrefs to effect a moft dangerous infurrection. 
They firft attach to their intereft, a number of 
leading charaéters ; then raife their pofe, and pre- 


pare their charge. 


Bur what charge could hold, againft fo emi- 
nent a Ruleras Mofes ?. Whom has he defrauded, 
or opprefled ? Not a fingle individual. He de- 

D clares 
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élares before the heart-fearching God, he had nots 
* Refped& them not (fays he, in his folemn addrefs 
“to the Diety) I have not taken one afs from them, 
neither have [ hurt one of them.” 
Wrat is the terrible grievance, or pretended 
grievance, that enables thefe fons of fedition, to 


raife the whole Congregation againgt Mofes and. 


Aaron? It is pride and imperioufnefs. Strange 
that this of all things, fhould be the charge; when 
we are aflured, from facred record, that ‘‘ the man 
Mofes, was very méek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.” But what 
of that ? The charge takes, and that anfwers 
the purpofe. ‘ Yé take too much upon you, 
(they complain): feeing all the Congregation are 
holy, every one of them : Wherefore then lift ye 
up yourfelves above the Congregation ofthe Lord? 


Tuis daring rebellion was feverely rebuked by 
the righteous Governour of the World. ‘The au- 
thors of it, and leaders in it, were partly con- 
fumed by fire from the Lord : And for the reft, 
the earth opened her mouth, and they went down 
quick into the pit. 


Bur fucha malignant effect had this infurrec- 
tion upon the minds of the people, that even this 
awful 


? 
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awful interpofition of the great God of Heaven, 
was not fufficient to quell it. The very next day 
there is'a frefh rifing, and a new charge exhibit- 
ed. Mofes and Aaron are impeached with killing 
the people of the Lord. 


Gracious Heaven ! Is it poflible, that when 
thofe {inners againft their own fouls, were cut off 
by the hand of God, in the open view of thoufands 
and ten thoufand witnelles ; ; and by his creating 
anew thing too ; caufing ‘the earth to open and 
fwallow them up, with all that appertained to 
them,” that the whole Congregation fhould 
directly charge Mofes and Aaron, with the murder 
of thofe pious good people ? | 

Tus was too much for infinite patience to en- 
dure. ** Get ye up from this congregation (lays 
the Lord to Mofes, proftrate before him as an 
humble fervent interceflor for them) that I may 
confyume them in a moment.’ And though 
Mofes and Aaron ftoodin the gap, and at length 
turned away the anger of God: Yet it was not 
till fourteen thoufand feven hundred, were made 
monuments of the divine difpleafure ; befides 
them that dicd about the matter of Korah, 


Tnese things happened to Ifracl of old for en- 


famples ; and they are written for our admonition 
on 


[ 28 ] 


on whom .the ends of the world. are come, 
and they admit of a profitable improvement. We 
do not indeed in the prefent age expe miracu- 
lous interpofitions ; yet when God is gracioufly 
prefent with his fervants, he does fometimes by 
a furprizing coincidence. of events, work out their 
falvation: So that" i. whoever is wife and ob- 
ferves them, may underftand the loving kind- 
nefs of the Lord.” To proceed with our fubjeét. 


Tue great Governor of the world, is not only 
prefent with thofe in authority, as an obferver of 
all the good they do for his people ; and to afford 
every afiftance and {upport, as circumftances re- 
quire :—But as a righteous judge, who. critically 
obferves the deportment, of the whole, and of 
each individual, and takes. cognizance whenever 
they lofe fight of the great end of their appoint- 
ment, He Judgetb among the Gods. 


Tra’ all: -piercing eye which pervades the uni- 
verfe;’ and- penetrates every difguife, fees who 
conflitute the Congregation of the Mighty. He 
perfectly knows the various views they ‘have ; 
and the ‘different improvement they make of 
their talents and opportunities. ‘They are raifed 
above their brethren ; not that they may fhine 
in affluence, and- fare fumptuoully. every day ; 

much 
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much lefs, that they may indulge to inglorious 
eafe and floth ; and leaft of all, that they fhould 
pervert judgment and juftice; but that haying a 
more extended circle of duty, they may be more 
extenfively ufefu]. If however there are any who 
neglect the bufinefs of their ftation, who permit 
their talents to lie by them ufelefs, as though 
folded up in a napkin, if content with the honors 
or profits of preferment, they leave the duties to 
be performed by others : He who ftands in the 
midft of their aflembly obferves it. If through 
their delinquency, “ judgment is turned away 
backward, and juftice ftandeth afar off; If truth 
falleth in the fireet, and equity cannot enter,” the 
Lord fees it. ‘ If they forbear to deliver them 
that are drawn unto death, and thofe that are 
ready to perifh; if they fay, behold we knew it 
not: Doth not He that pondereth the heart con- 
fider it? and He that keepeth their foul, doth He 
not’ know it? and fhall He not render to every 


man according to his works ?”’ 


Wuatrver pleas any may fubftitute for the 
negle&t of their duty, every omiflion is noticed 
by the righteous Judge ; and noted down in 
the book of his remembrance. The abufe of 


their truft, expofes them to the juft refentments 
of 
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of thofe, who have confided their interefts to their 
‘care ; and to the prefent rebukes of that God 
who judgeth in the earth. But whether they 
fall under the effects of thefe now, or not—a fe- 
vere reckoning and an awtful doom awaits them 
at the great day: “ aft ye the unprofitable fer- 
vant into outer darknefs, there fhall be amcePing 
and gnafhing of teeth. ” 


AND if mere indolence and jnattention ta duty; 
be thus refented by the Supreme Ruler ; thofe 
who are chargeable with direct and sete 
breaches of their truft,will not efcape his obfer va- 
tion. If they judge unjuftly, and accept the per- 
fons of the wicked : If mifchief be framed by a 
law, in effect and ‘ conftrudively, however covertly 
done, and men are turned alide from their right 
—He who is higher than the higheft regardeth 
fuch violent. perverfion of judgment and juftice. 
When this is the cafe, «all the foundations of the 
earth or land, are out of courfe,”? as it is expreffed 
in our context : For when juftice is preverted, 
what good can be expected? “ The omnifcient 
God fees, and fhall he not avenge fuch injuttice as 
this? Hear that declaration of our blefled Lord, 
which will apply to the point, and deferves the 
ferious attention of thofe who abufe their truf ; 

* But 
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But if that evil fervant {hall fay in his heart, my 
Lord .delayeth his coming ; and fhall begin to 
finite his fellow-fervants, and to eat and drink 
with the drunken ; the Lord of that fervant hall 
come, in a day when he looketh not for him, and 
in an hour that he is not aware of, and {hall cut 
him afunder, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites.” 


ANXp now will not the confideration of the 
divine prefence in the aflembly of political rulers, 
moft powerfully engage them to a confcientious 
difcharge of the duties of their exalted ftation ? 
If their minds are poflefled with a lively fenfe 
of his immediate infpection ; they. will, they 
muft attend to the important affairs that come 
before them, with great folemnity of {pirit.— 
Every matter that is fuggefted, or fubmitted to 
their confideration, will be impartially examined ; 
and nothing fuffered to pafs merely upon the 
account of its plaufible appearance. In every 
debate the enquiry will be, not what meafure will 
moft contribute to my popularity ; to fecure my 
prefent ftation ; or advance me to an higher ? 
Nor, what will be moft for my perfonal intereft, or 
the advantage of thofe with whomlam perficalarly 
conneéted ? But what is fit, and right in itfelf; 
and in the view of my molt calm and retired 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, divefted as much as poflible of paffion 
and prejudice ? What will and the awful trial 
of the Supreme Governour, and meet his final 
approbation ? 


A tivecy fenfe of an. ever prefent God, habitu- 
ally impreffed upon the mind, will happily in- 
fluence the general temper and conduét ; and it 
will prove peculiarly beneficial in prefling public 
emergencies : It will raife above that fear of man 
which bringeth a fnare; and leflen, if not utterly 
deftroy the force of temptation, from whatever 
quarter it originates. It will make them ftedfaft, 
immovable, abounding in the work of the Lord. 
it will expand the human heart, and infpire with 
a laudable ambition, to fecure his facred fan@ion. 
In fhort it will form a principle of aétion, which 
viewed in its proper connexion and extent, is one 
‘of the nobleft and beft that can poffefs the Ruler’s 
breaft. 


THERE are it is true, other principles that have 
their ufe, and are often improved by Providence 
to produce good effects : Such as a benevolent 
difpofition :—A quick fenfe of honor :—ambition 
of being diftinguifhed. as of confequence in the 
State ; and the like. But the influence of all thefe 
Jower principles, is very uncertain, efpecially in 
times of great trial and temptation. If prefent 

intereft, 
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intereft, and prefent duty interfere, as they fome 
times may ; what is there but a ferious reference 
to the invifible God, that will enable the ruler 
to hold faft his integrity ? This indeed will engage 
him to go through honor and difhonor, good 
report, and evil report ; refolutely to f{urmount, 
or charge through every difficulty and oppofition 
that he mects with in the line of duty. The 
teftimony of his own confcience affords him a 
conftant fupport, a continual feaft. “ The work 
of righteoufnefs fhall be peace ; and the effect of 
righteoufnefs, quietnefs and affurance forever.” 


Fairurun Rulers, acting uniformly under the 
influence of this moft excellent principle, have the 
faireft profpect of fecuring the acceptance and ap- 
probation of their fellow-citizens ; and thereby 
of protracting the period, and enlarging the 
fphere of their ufefulnefs. But whatever returns 
are made them, by an ungrateful world or per- 
verfe generation ; God is not unrighteous to*for- 
get their work and labour of love. That peace 
of his which paffeth all-underftanding, fhali poflefs 
their hearts, and prove their fupport under every 
prefent preflure. And in the neareft views of 
diffolution, the teftimony of their confciences, 
that they have walked before God, with a perfect 
FE heart 
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heart, and have done that which was right in his 
fight, will infpire a hope fure and ftedfafht; And 
great dhall be their reward in Heaven. 


Wit not the fubject, thus confidered, natu- 
rally lead us to reflect, with the moft pleafing 
fenfations, and fincereft gratitude to Heaven, 
upon our own happy confitution of civil govern- 
ment. -Emancipated from Britifh domination, 
freed from that exorbitant claim to a right to 
bind us in all cafes whatever ; which like a hor- 
rid vortex threatned to {wallow up all that was 
dear and facted in our view; and to reduce us 
toa ftate of abfolute fervility : Freed from. thefe 
evils, we have had the fingular privilege of form- 
ing and eftablithing a frame of government for 
ourfelves: And, to render it the more perfect, of 
availing ourfelves of the examples and maxims 
of the facred writings, as well as the wifdom of 
all preceding ages. The thought that it is our 
own is a pleafing recommendation. The treafure 
and the blood we have been obliged to expend in 
Order to its acquifition, muft enhance its value. 
But efpecially the broad bafisit lays for equal liberty, 
- civil and religious ; the fecurity it gives to all our 
rights as men, and chriftians; the favourable af- 
pect it has upon our peace and profperity in this 

life ; 
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life ; and the advantages it affords: of fecuring. 
a good foundation againft the time to come ; all 
confpire to raife our efteem even to veneration. 
Strangers are not permitted to rule over us» “Our 
nobles are of ourfelves: And our Governour 
proceeds from the midft of us.” Our beft cha- 
racters, it is our privilege and our duty to felect, 
out of all the people, and from every part of the 
Commonwealth, to conduét our interefting af- 
fairs: And, not by will or caprice, but fixed 
fundamental rules, which they are under the 
oath of God to maintain facred and inviolable, 
And if experience fhould convince us that amend- 
ments or alterations, are eligible, or neceflary 5 
a conftitutional mode is pointed out, in which 
they may be effected, without expoling us to 


* thofe inteftine jarrs and convulfions, which ufually 


attend alterations, and efpecially revolutions in 
other States. Happy, thrice happy people, have 
we but wifdom to know, and virtue to improve, 
fo excellent a fyftem, ce 


Wuat thanks fhould we render to God mott 
high, to God who performeth all things for us, 
for the favourable difpofitions of his providence, 
which opened the way for, and has enabled us to 
fecure fo excellent a conftitution ! Our prefent fi- 
tuation is by no means the refult of chance. ‘The 

revolution 
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revolution that introduced it was replete with 
brilliant events ; fuch as engaged the attention 
and admiration of diftant nations ; and will thine 
with diftinguifhed luftre in the faithful page of 
hiftory, he hand of Heaven has been confpi- 
cuous, in raifing up eminent chara¢ters for council 
and war, in uniting fo extenfive a territory in a 
common caufe ; in giving us favour in the eyes of 
foreign powers, and influencing them to afford us 
effential aid ; and efpecially in a variety of mar- 
vellous interpofitions of his providence, in periods 
of greateft-perplexity, darknefs and danger. How 
did the Supreme Ruler ride forth upon the Hea- 
vens for our help ; and in his Excellency upon the 
fkies ! How often did he make bare his arm on 
our behalf, and exert the faving ftrength of his 
own right hand,till we obtained the completion of 
our wilhes ; peace with eftablifhed independence ; 
upon terms too, as honorable to America, as they 
were humiliating to Britain. 


To hint at thefe interefting events, will not be 
deemed improper at this time, as it ferves to 
touch the fecret fprings of gratitude, and draw 
forth our whole fouls in love to him, to whonr we 
are fo infinitely indebted. And at the fame time, 
may remind our civil Fathers of the confidence the 

: community 


i we 
gommunity repofe in them, by committing the 
Supreme powers of the conftitution, both Legifla- 
tive and Executive, to their care : And the facred 
obligations they lay themfelves under by accept- 
ing the truft. 


His Excellency will confider his renewed call 
to the firft feat of government in this Common- 
wealth, by the voice of the people, as a decided 
proof of their continued attachment to his per- 
fon, and grateful acceptance of his paft fervices : 
And the confidence they {till repofe in his abilities 
and difpofition for future exertions in their 
favour. 


His Honour the Lieutenant-Governour elect : 
The Honourable the Senate, and the Honourable 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, advanced to their ref- 
pective important {tations by the fuffrages of their 
fellow-citizens, have now an happy opportunity 
of improving the large fhare of public confidence 
they poffefs, in contributing to the peace, order 
and felicity of the whole community. To this 
great end, they will dire& their united attention 
and exertions. 


In filling up the vacancies in the Legiflature, 
and furnifhing out a Council, for the Supreme 
Executive, 
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Executive, their eyes will be upon the faithful in 
the land, upon men of known and tried abilities, 


In all the bufinefs that comes before our Ho- 
noured Rulers, they will keepin view the public 
good, as the great end of their appointment to 
office. By a firict conformity to the principles of 
the conititution, they will if poffible, cut off all oc- 
cafion for murmuring and complaint : And where 
any really exifts, effectually and expeditioufly re- 
move it. 


Tey will keep a vigilant eye upon thofe 
reftlefs {pirits, who either from an averfion 
to the neceflary reftraints of government, dif- 
content at their own fituation, or embarrafs- 
ments in their perfonal intereft, through their 
own folly, extravagance or unfuccefsful fpe- 
culations, are continually plotting mifchief, excit- 
ing the fears and jealoufies of honeft people, 
infinuating that their liberties and privileges, are 
invaded, or in danger, &c. Such men are the 
pefts of fociety : They fhould be narrowly obferv- 
ed, and whenever their factious difpofition difco- 
vers itfelf by overt aéts, feafonably and feverely 
animadverted upon ; that others may avoid their 
crimes asthey would their fate. Inattention to 
evils of this kind in their rife is dangerous, and 
may prove fatal. sve 
S. To 
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To cantribute to public happinefs our civil Fae 
thers will give every encouragement to induftry, 
fo indifpenfably neceflary to bring forward to our 
aid, the numerous refources with which our coun- 
try is blefled. By good laws and proper encour- 
agements, they will endeavour to improve our 
agriculture, fifheries, commerce, arts and manu- 
faétures. Thefe extenfive fields will furnifh out 
full, and profitable employ for all parts of the 
community. And induitry in the improvement 
of thefe advantages, attended with proper econo- 
my, would enable us to emerge from our embar- 
raflments, difcharge our debts, feel our indepen- 
dence, and appear to advantage upon the great 
Theatre of the world. 


To anfwer the great end of their appointment, 
our Rulers will patronize learning and the libe- 
ral arts., They will encourage our Schools and 
Academies, and efpecially our Univerfity, fo 
illuftrious for the renowned characters it has al- 
ready produced : And to which the Common- 
wealth will fill direct her eye for “ firong rods 
for the fceptre of them that bare rule ;”” to her 
own fons nurtured in that feat of learning, will 
the look for prophets, and to her young men for 
Nazarites, to take her by the hand, and lead her 
in the way fhe ought to go. THay 
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Tuey will moreover endeavour the impartial 
diftribution of juftice and judgment. “ The 
God of Ifrael faid, the rock of Ifrael fpoke: He 
that ruleth over men, mutt be juit.’” Would they 
approve themfelves to the Supreme Ruler or an- 
fwer the prime defign of government ; they muft 
confcientioufly attend to this cardinal virtue. 
Adil their aéts and laws muft be founded upon 
this fure bafis. And all their promifes and en- 
gagements, held facred and inviolable. 


THrmr promifes, their plighted faith for the 
payment of the public debt, does in a particu- 
lar manner folicit their moft férious attention. 
The creditors of the public, attached to the inter- 
eft of their country, in the moft critical jundure, 
chearfully fteped forward, and expofed both their 
perfons,and their fortunes, to the moft threatning 
dangers, on her behalf. While fome jeoparded 
their lives in the high places of the field, and 
endured all the fatigues ofa fevere and long con- 
tinued war ; through various perils, many times 
in cold and nakednefs, hunger and thirft, yea 
** in deaths oft.” Others rifqued their intereft at 
the earneft call of their country, in the fupport of 
the common caufe, relying upon the public faith: 
Have they forfeited their right to their interefts, 

either 
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either from loan, or fervices performed ? Britain 
perhaps, had her arms been fuccefsful, might de- 
termine they had ; for their treafonable attempts 
againft her authority. And thofe among our- 
felves, who have been uniformly inimical to the 
American caufe, may be pleafed with the cruel 
mortification to which they fee them fubjecied. 
But is there an individual friendly to the revolu- 
tion, and poflefied of the moft moderate fhare of 
judgment and integrity, who does not view them 
as highly meritorious ? 


Tue decided part they took in favour of their 
much injured country, and in periods too of its 
utmoft perplexity and danger, is greatly to their 
honor. They afferted her rights and fupported 
her caufe, not by a mere profufion and flourifh 
of words ; but by actions, which admitted of no 
duplicity of fenfe or meaning. ‘Lhey rifqued their 
dear-earned intereft, and their ftill dearer lives 
for the freedom of their country. Heaven di- 
rected and afliited the noble exertions, and crown- 
ed the arduous attempt with glorious fucce&. 
Had they not a right to exped, that government 
would honor themfelves, by paying a facred re- 
gard to their engagements? Did not found po- 
ley; juftice, honor, gratitude and every inge- 


nous principle which a€tuates the human mind, 
¥ urge 
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arge to this? Can fpecious promifes, under the 
names of certificates,indents, facilities ,due-bills,&c. 
couched in the faireft terms, while covering the 
.groffeft deception, be confidered as an honorable 
‘difcharge of the public engagements ? Is this clats 
of citizens, to look and expec till their eyes and. 
hearts fail them with waiting ? Have not"many 
already been as effectually ruined by their depen- 
dence upon the public faith, as if their fubftance 
had been confumed by the flames? Have not 
many, urged by fad neceflity, been obliged to 
part with their public fecurities, for a very trifling 
confideration ? And muft not more directly hare 
their fevere fate, unlefs the juftice of government 
interpofe? Some appear averfe to thisinterpofition, 
becaufe it muft now come too late with refpect 
to many. But if through the delinquency or delay 
of the public, many of her faithful and tried 
friends, who have rendered her the moft effential 
fervice, are ruined ; is this a good reafon why 
they fhould make thorough work, and difpatch 
the whole body of them ? 


*¢ To turn away a man from his right, or fub- 
vert him in his caufe, the Lord approveth not,’” 
in any cafe whatever. But are there not in the cafe 
before us fome circumftances, which give a peculiar 
colouring to the injuftice done, to a part at leaft, 
of the public creditors, by with-holding their due 3 
WHEN 
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3Wuen David while in the flrong hold, ex- 
ciaimed,—** O that one would give me water to 
drink out of the well of Bethlehem ; and three of 
the thirty chicf, break through the hoft of the 
Philiftines, and drew it, and brought it to him ; 
he would not drink of it. My God forbid it me, 
that I fhould do this thing (fays he.) Shall I drink 
the blood of thefe men, that have put their lives 
in jeopardy ? For with the jeopardy of their lives 
they brought it.”” In this view of the cafe, and 
as far as it will fairly apply to our army,—is there 
an individual, who would with-hold from them 
their due’; and deprive them of that bread they 
have acquired a righteous claim to, at the peril 
of their lives? Again, 


Tue aged and helplefs, and particularly widows 
and orphans, may be viewed as another clafs of 
public creditors. Thefe, incapable of vindicating 
their rights, have a fpecial claim to the patronage 
and protection of authority. Injuftice offered to 
thefe, and efpecially to the latter, is ever confi- 
dered as greatly aggravated, And fome of the 
moft pointed threatnings in the whole book of 
God, are direétly levelled againft this fin. . Says 
the Supreme Ruler of the univerfe,—Ye fhall not 
afflié& any widow, or fatherlefs child. If thou 
affi them in any wife,and they cry atallunto me; 
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¥ will furely hear their cry, and my wrath {hall 
wax hot, and J will kill you with the fword, and 
your wives fhall be widows, and your children 
fatherlefs.? 


Tuerez is other property, of which the com- 
munity have availed themfelves in the late conteft, 
the with-holding of which, and efpecially the per- 
-werfion of it, from its original defign, is perhaps 
carrying injuftice to its higheft pitch. I mean that 
which has been devoted to God : Confecrated to 
charitable ufes: The pious donations to our 
Univerfity : The funds for the benefit ofChurches, 
‘and other focieties : The provifion made in one 
place and another, for the relief of the aged and 
neceflitous, the widow and orphan. What is an 
invafion of this kind of property, but down- right 

facrilege ? A crime that fcarce admits of excufe 
or extenuation. “‘Ifone man fin againft another, 
the Judges fhall judge him : But if a man fin 
againtt the Lord, who fhall plead for him ?” 


SHALL thefe claims oe the public be ftill 
fufpended to give {cope for tpeculation } ? Shall 
they be vacated, or in any degree mutilated, be- 
caufe the difcharge of them is not to be effected, 
without laying a burden upon the community ? 
And this when we are affured, they are entirely 

competen§ 
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competent to the annual difcharge of the intereft, 
and lowering the principal, with a tax no heavier 
in proportion to the prefent number, than was 
commonly paid before the war ? Would fuch pleas 
avail between man and man ? Would they with 
good men and true, in a Court of Juftice ? Should 
an individual endeavour to get rid of his debts by 
fuch means, would it not confign his chara¢ter 
to perpetual infamy ? Can any plead for it then in 
a community ; efpecially when the example it 
exhibits is fo deteftable in itfelf, and fo deftru@ive 
in its tendency, and abominable in the eyes of a 

righteous God, who declares, “* I hate robbery 
for burnt facrifice.” 


Permit me only to add here, Our honouredRu- 
lersamong all their other exertions for the good of 
the Commonwealth, will pay a particular attention 
to the intereft of Religion. Is it their governing 
aim to approve themfelves to God ? They muft 
perfonally think of, and practife, the graces and 
virtues of the Chriftian character, without which 
it is not poflible to pleafe God. If they have the 
intereft of religion at heart, , they will give it theiz 
determined fupport : Not by inftituting articles 
of faith, or forms of worfhip, or in any manner 
infringing the rights of confcience ; but by pro- 
: moting 
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moting none to places of power and truft, but per- 
fons of good moral characters ; by countenancing 
and encouraging the minifters of religion ; by a 
faithful execution of the laws for the fuppreflion 
of profanene(s, immorality and impiety ; and ef. 
pecially by an exemplary attendance upon public 
worfhip, and gofpel inftitutions. Examples, and 
particularly of thofe in higher life, have a prevail. 
ing victorious force; and by them good Rulers 
may eminently fubferve the interefts of piety and 


virtue. 


“¢ Gopiiness is profitable to all things ; having 
said of the life that now is, and of that which 
isto come.” It infures the favour and blefling of 
heaven. It contributes to public happinefs, by 
engaging all orders of men to an upright difcharge 
of their feveral duties. Rulers poflefled of rel ligi- 
ous principles, will approve themfelves ** Minifters 
of God for good,” to their people. And fubjects 
under fimilar influences, will yield due obedience 3 
not merely for wrath, or through fear of punifh- 
ment ; but from a far nobler principle, —* for 
confcience fake.” Religion in this view is fo fay 
from being a.vain thing, tbat it is our life. 


~ "To thefe articles, and indeed to the whole circle 


of the duties of their elevated ftations, our ho- 
noured 
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noured civil Fathers will view themfelves as under 
facred obligations to attend. It is fit and reafon- 
able in itfelf, that you do fo. Heaven requires it 
of you ; and the public good, in which your own 
private happinefs, and that of your deareft con- 
nections is involved, demands it. But there is no 
confideration can havea more commanding force, 
than that which our text holds up to view. May 
you all feel-its fulleft effect. God /tandeth in the 
Congregation of the Mighty. The Supreme Ruler, 
before whom the moft exalted intelligences of the 
upper world, proftrate with veiled faces, is prefent 
with you. He knows you all by name. Your 
principles, your views and the inmoft recefles of 
your fouls, are all naked and open to his infpec- 
tion. He is at hand for your afliftance. ‘If youde- 
voutly implore it, he will gracioufly afford it.. And 
if you have it, and improve it ;,we may hope for 
clear evidence, from your happy and. fuccefsful 
adminittration, that He is with you of aitruth.—He 
judgeth among the Gods. He carefully notices your 
condué, with a view toa righteous retribution. 
“ Though you are called Gods, yet you muft'die 
like men ;”? and like your brethren of the duit 
appear before his dread tribunal, without any re- 
mains of your prefent civil diftin@tions. Actuat- 


ed by this folemn thought ; conducting with a 
ferious 
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Serious reference to the broad eye of heaven, and 
the recompence of reward ; you will have the fair. 
eft_profpec of acquitting yourfelves with honour, 
of being approved of God, and accepted by the 
multitude of your brethren. Yea, it will give you 
boldnefs in the day of Chrift Jefus. Having been 
faithful in a few things, he will make you rulers 
over many ; and admit you to the joy of your 
Lord. 


How folicitoufly concérned does it bécomie us all 
to be, that we avail ourfelves to the utmolt of our 
prefent ineftimable advantages ; and efpecially 
that we do not forfeit and forego them, by our 
own folly and perverfenefs ! 


Our advantages aré much every way. The 
lines are fallen to us in pleafant places ; and we 
have a goodly heritage. The land we poflel, like 
the chofen refidence of God’s favourite people of 
old; is “aland of hills and vallies, and drinketh 
water of the rain of heaven. The eyes of the 
Lord our God are always upon it, from the be- 
ginning: of the year even unto the end of the 
year.” It amply repays the toils of the induftri- 
ous hufbandman ; yielding a rich fupply of the 
neceflaries, and moft fubftantial articles of life ; 
and a good furplufage for the purpofes of com= 

MeCLCCs 


[ 49 ] 

imerce. Our fields, the uncultivated wildernefs; 
the fifheries, the trade, and numerous arts and 
manufactures, offer bufinefS and bread, to every 
induftrious individual ; bufinefs fuited’to every 
different genius ; anda decent fupport, and what 
in other countries would be called luxurious liv: 
ing. : Ae 

Our landisa “valley of vifion.? We are bleR 
with the bright beams of gofpel light and grace, 
which afford the higheft advantages, for fecuring 
an inheritance in a better, in 4 heavenly country, © 
when our connections with this are over. 


Tue eftablithment of the new federal fyfem, fo 
favourable to a firm, and at the fame time free go- 
vernment; fo well adapted to brace the nerves of 
civil authority, through thé whole frame ; “to ef- 
tablifh juftice, infure domeftic tranquility, provide 
for the common defence, promote the general 
welfare, and fecure the bleflings of liberty for our- 
felves and our pofterity :” . The confideration 
which our firm bond of union will give us among 
the nations of the earth: The bright and-pleafing 
profpect of enjoying the fruits of all our-exertions 
and expence for liberty and independence, under 
the wifecouncils, and judicious regulations,of thofe 
eminent patriots, from thé'various parts of the 

G union, 
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union; which compofe our national governmétit? 
and efpecially under the prefidency of that illuftri- 
ous Chief, in whom we all concentre our views 
with an unanimity as defirable, as it is unexam- 
pled. 

Turse advantages We now poffefs, are great in 
afeparate view ; but combined, are they not fin- 


gular, and unparralleled, by any part of the whole 
habitable world? May I not with the utmoft pro- 


* 


priety, as well as warmeit emotions, congratulate . 


our honoured Rulers, this refpectable audience, 
and our whole land, upon our prefent promiling 
fituation? More patticularly upon the new ara fo 
happily, fo aufpicioufly commenced. ‘The tran- 
quil eafy advance to this new ftage of political ex- 
iftence ; and all the pleafing fcenes which provi- 
dence is opening to our view. Have we not the 
moft flattering prefages of realizing all that felici- 
ty fo beautifully pi@tured out by the fweet Pfalm- 
ift of Ifrael? “That our foas may be as plants 


grown up in their youth ; that our daughters 


may be as corner-ftones, polifhed after the fimili. 
tude of a palace 5 that our garners may be full, 
affording all manner of ftore ; that our fheep may 
‘bring forth thoufands and ten thoufands in out 
- ftreets ; that our oxen may be ftrong to labour ; 
that there be no breaking in or going out; no 


complaining 
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complaining in our flreets.” - Happy is the people 
that is in fuch a cafe ; yea happy is that: vty 
whofe God is the Lord. a 


“Saysan ingenious foreigner with refpeét to thefe 
United States ;— ae oe impoflible not to wifh 
ardently, that this people may attain to all the 
profperity of which they : are capable. They are 
the hope of the world. They may become’ a model 


to it. They may prove the ‘fad, ‘that men canbe 


free, and yet tranquil. They may exhibit an cx- 
ample of ‘political liberty, of religious liberty, of 
commercial liberty, and of induttry. The afylum 
they open to the opprefled of all nations, fhould 
confole the earth. The eafe with which the i in- 
jured may efcape from oppr effive governments, 
will compel Princes to become juft and cautious. 
And the reft ofthe world will gradually open their 
eyes upon the empty illufions with which they 
have been hitherto cheated by paliticianses 2 . 


Wirr all thefe advantages, greater perhaps ian 
providence has ever committed to any one people 
*¢ fince the tranfgreflion of the firft pair ;”” with 

' allour own raifed expectations, : and that of others; ; 
fhould we through our folly and perverfenefs, 
mifcarry, alas how contemptible fhall we appear | 
How criminal and wretched fhall we be! 
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- Annis there not really danger fufficient to fug: 


geft.the idea? To put us upon our guard, if-not 


to alarm our fears? Virtue is juftly reprefented, as 
the /pirit of a republican government. Have we 
a fufficiency to animate ours? If the fpirit be de- 


parted the form will be of but little worth. Had 


the people of thefe States, in fact, poflelied thofe 
meafures ot public < and private virtue, which the 


' confederation gave them credit for ; that might 


have. proved a foundation for many generations. 
Experience has given the moft unequivocal proofs, 
that it did not poflefs energy fuflicient for us. 
And though we promife ourfelves much from the 
National Conftitution, fo happily effected, orga- 
nized and commenced ; yet we may by no means 
expe& to be happy under it, without our own 
confent and co-operation too. , 


Ir we are not prudent and cautious in our elec- 
tions to important public offices : If we are im- 
patient of the neceflary reftraints and expence of 
good government : If we indulge to mean 
groundiefs jealouties and fufpicions of thofe in au- 
thority ; ; and give a loofe rein to the vices too 
prevalent in the prefent day’; and efpecially if 
we get beyond the reftraints of religion, and bid 
adieu to the fear ‘of God’: Have we not every 
reafon to expect, ‘that ¢ our mof! plealing profpects 

will 
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will be foon clofed, -and.fucceeded by the ‘cant 
aie 2 


” ‘May we unite in guarding dgainft this aadiger’ . 
and exert ourfelvés for the fupport of order, 
peace and good government ; which is really no 
other than our own fupport, and that of our near- 
eft and deareft interéfts. Let us endeavour to de- 
rive a blefling upon the adminiftration of govern- 
‘ment, by addrefling ardent prayers, fupplications, 
jnterceflions ‘and thankfgiving, to the throne “of 
Grace, for all who are in authority. Let us culti- 
vate a condefcending, benevolent, pacific and ‘pub- 
lic {pirit : And efpecially by repentance and ~ re- 
formation, and a careful practice of the varidus 
graces which conftitute the chriftian’ character’; ; 
lct ‘us ftrive to conciliate the favor of Heaven, 
This will have the happiett afpect upon our tran- 
quility. « IfGod giveth quietneis, who then’can 
make trouble ? But if he hideth ‘his face, who’ can 
behold him, whether it be aes ay a atin 
or a man only?” 


To conclude, let us all of every character, {e- 
rioufly remember, that the all-feeing eye of the 
Supreme Governor and Righteous Judge of the 
world, is not confined to the congregation of the 
Mighty. It runs to and fro through the whole 

: | earth, 
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earth, beholding the evil and the gaod. It criti. 
cally obferves the temper of our hearts, and the 
tenor of our lives :. how we conduct in our feve- 
ral ftations ; whether we improve, or neglect, the 
talents committed to our tru ; whether we make 


_his approbation our governing principle, or live 
as without God i in the world. We have each our 


ftation and work affigned us by our common 


Lord ; ; and are under a facred injundtion to oc- 
“cupy till he comes. Come be moft certainly will ; 

and every eye fhall behold him: And every one 
receive an irreverfible award from his mouth, 
according to the deeds done in the body. Let 
this folemn awful thought have its due weight « on 
all our hearts, and it will have the beft effec. It 
will make us fuch manner of perfons as we ought 
to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs. ‘Thus 
may we pafs with improvement the varying 
fcenes of this mortal life ; and finally be admitted 
to.2 kingdom that cannot be moved; to a city 
that hath foundations whofe maker and builder ig 
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